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a new difficulty. The Jew who listened to Christ had been
educated to rest in authority. He had believed in all
that Moses had taught, in all that Isaiah had taught, and
as soon as he was convinced that Christ was greater than
Moses and Isaiah, he submitted with the same deference
to his authority, and accepted all that Christ taught.
When the life of Christ was put before the Greek, it
affected him to a certain extent as it had done the Jew.
He was seized with admiration and reverence. He re-
garded him as a divine man, and placed him first by the
side of Orpheus and Pythagoras, and in the end above
both. But this veneration did not imply the same abso-
lute devotion of the intellect which it had invoked in the
case of the Jew. For the Greek had other methods of
arriving at truth besides imbibing it directly from the lips
of wise men. He had a logic in which he had great con-
fidence, and which had already led him to certain definite
conclusions. If these conclusions should be at war with
those authoritatively announced by Christ ? Here was a
difficulty at the very beginning, and in the course of time
this difficulty has increased. The scientific methods laid
down at first in Greece have been improved, and applied
with such success that their credit is greatly risen. Men
may still be disposed to believe in Christ's infallible wis-
dom, but their minds are now accustomed to work with
great freedom upon all subjects, to have more respect for
reasoning than for authority, and almost to deny know-
ledge to be knowledge when it rests only upon hearsay,
and is not verified to the mind itself by demonstration,
or at least probable evidence. Accustomed to test and
weigh everything, and trained in the practice of suspend-
ing the judgment, they become not so much unwilling as